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which was not more than 25 or 30 dayes Journey. This 
Map it feCms muft be kept very Secret in MuJ'covy : for rhe 
next Day the Mufcovite was in difpair, for having given it, 
faying that if it ffiould be known he ffiould come to great 
Dammage. The Officer being come back fince into France , 
has given a Copy to the King, and another to Monjieur Lc 
Marquis de Seignelay. To con fir me this it may be added, 
what a French Man has writ from Mufcovy within this two 
Monthes, that they are actually Raffing Troops, to go to 
War with the Chinefe. 

Some Obfervations, and Conje&ures Concerning the 
Chinefe Chara&ers. Made by R. H. R. S. S, 


Made by R. H. R. S. S. 


W Hether there ever were any Language Natural, I dif~ 
pute not: But that there have been, are and may be 
artificial Languages ’tis not difficult to prove. The Chinefe 
Court Language is faid to be of this kind, invented and Spo¬ 
ken by the Literati and Mandarins throughout the whole 
Empire of China, differing from all the other Languages fpo- 
ken in it, and I conjecture it to be nothing els but the names 
of the Characters by which they write and exprefs their 
meaning, Arbitrarily Impofed by them, as we in Europe 
fet names to Arithmetical Figures, not as we pronounce 
words written with a Literal Character. This I Judge by 
comparing the Characters with the Names, Monofyllables or 
Words they Pronounce and read them with. Nor do they 
afcend above a Monofyllabiea! Name tho’ the Character be 
com pofed of many Angle Characters, each of which hath 
its proper Senfe and Monafyllabical Name, And though the 
meaning of each Character, be an ingredient in the Notion 


of that compounded 
I might give an 


Character. 

Xnftance alfo in the ,Artificial 


Language, 
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Invented by the Late Reverend Bithop of Chefter Dr. Wat¬ 
kins, which in all the accomplifhments of Language doth 
excel any one yet extant ; to which is alfo annexed a real 
Character, Legible into that or any other Language Spoken. 
By which Language the Character and every additional Mark 
is effable, and yet the Chara&er is not Literal but real, which 
is more curious and ufeful than the Cbmefe way. Great pitty 
it is that Difcourfe is not publifhed in Latine, that the Learn¬ 
ed of Europe , may think of further Improveing it, and 
bringing it to Ufe. 

But whatever we may judge of Language, ’tis paft dii- 
pute that Writing was ever Artificial, how Antientiv foe- 
ver it were in Ufe, and was the Invention of fume thinking 
and Studious Men. Tis alfo evident that there have been 
various ways thought of for Exprefiing Significant^, ac¬ 
cording to the feveral Genii of the Perfons that were the In¬ 
ventors. As may be gueffed by the /Egyptian Hierogiv- 
phicks, the Chimfe Characters, the Mexican Chronology, 
and the Literal Chatadlers of feveral Nations, each of winch 
feem to proceed upon differing method , and from differing 
thoughts of Invention. 

Which of thefe ways is the moil Antient, is hard to 
Prove. The /Egyptian Mummys and Obeiijks prove a great 
Antiquity of the Hieroglyphicks, but yet the Chinefe Chro¬ 
nology (if to be credited) outftrips the /Egyptian in pretence 
to Antiquity. For the Chinefe make Fchi the firli King of Chi¬ 
na to be the Inventer of their Character: And account him to 
have Lived 2950 Tears before the time of Chriji, dureing 
all which time they pretend to have a certaine and written 
account in their Books : But their account of the times pre¬ 
ceding, they efteem more Hypothetical and Fabulous ; de¬ 
pending chiefly upon Fiction and Oral Tradition : As you 
will eafily believe, when you underhand how many 
years they make it fince the Creation of the World to the 
prefent year 1686. which by the account thereof in Mr. 
Graves his translation of Viug Beig. will be found to be no lefs 
then eighty eight millions fix hundred and fourty thoufand 

one 
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bne hundred and two Solar Years, there having been run 
out fince the Creation 8864 Ven. of Years (every Ven. con¬ 
taining ten thoufand fuch Years) and of the prefent Ven. 
this Year 1686 is the i02d. Which account is abundantly 
more extravagant than the /Egyptian : but this need not In¬ 
validate their Hiftory fince Fohi ; by which it appears that 
their Character was invented before the time of Mofes a- 
bout 1400 Years, and even before Menes the firft King of 
/Egypt about 500 Years. So that the Chinefe Invention of 
Writing or Characters, feems to be the moft Antient of 
that kind. And the Book Vekim laid to be written by Fohi, 
the moft Antient Book. 

Thefe Accounts made me the more defirous to underftand 
fomewhat of the Reality and Truth, of what is related 
concerning the Knowledge of Literature and Manual Arts, 
which thefe people of China are faid to have pofiefled fo 
long a time in fo great Perfection, and without Alteration 
from the Primitive Inftitution, efpeciaily upon the account 
of their Art of Printing, which gave a hint to the Inventors 
of that admirable and moft ufeful of all Inventions (for the 
Common Wealth of Learning) the way of Printing here in 
Europe. For Paulus Jouius affirmes that the firft Occaficn 
of that Invention in Germany, was a Germane Merchant, 
who returning out of China into his own Country, Relat¬ 
ed what he had obferved concerning the Pra&ife of it as 
ufed in that Country. And tho’ the Chinefe way be 
wholly differing as to the method of compofing, from what 
was Invented and Perfected here : Yet fuch an intimation 
was enough to an Ingenious Artift to improve the firft Con¬ 
trivance, and make it more accommodate to the Literal way 
of Writing with us : And as our way may pofiibly be now 
brought to the greateft Perfection for exaftnefs and expediti¬ 
on, So without doubt must be their way of Printing any thing 
juft as it is written, Since I find, that they can Ingrave their 


Sramos for a 

X 

and cor reft 


ioeet, as foon as one of our Compofiters can let 
a facet of our Literal Character, and when fo 


done 
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done one Man alone will print off 1500 Sheets in one day* 
And tho’ tis generally believed to be much the fame with our 
Wooden Cuts for Printing, yet from tome Obfervations I have 
made, I believe it to be much another way ; of which I fhall 
hereafter fay more when I defcribe their other Arts of Pottery, 
Staining, Vernifhing, &c. 

By a Chinefe Manufcript, out of which I tranfcribed the 
Lords Prayer in the Year 1666 ( when it was loft ) I found 
that the Pronuntiations had no Affinity with the ftroaks of 
the Character, Whence I conceived it was either a numeral 
Chara&er confifting of Numbers, or elfe a real Character, 
but not a Literal, unlefs it were a Litteral Character of fome 
other Language than that by which it was Pronounced, 
whole pronountiation is loft though the Significancy be re-, 
teined, as if one fhould Read what is written in Hebrew 
:*>fDinto the Latine or Roman Language, In Princi¬ 
ple Creavit nftead of Profit bra, or Berefth Bara accord¬ 
ing to the Mafore thee. 

Since that time I procured from China a Dictionary of the 
Court Language, (as I found it written upon by the perfou 
that fent it me from thence ) But this whole Book ( which 
I found was Printed) confifted only of the Chinefe Characters 
without any interpretation, or Pronuntiation, however by the 
help of the piCturs of that, and a Chinefe Almanack, I quick¬ 
ly found out their Characters for numbers and their way of 
Numeration, together with the Figure and ufe of their A- 
bacus or counting Board, for performing the Operations of 
Arithmetick , which I find pretty near to agree with that of 
the Antient Romans ( A Defcription and Picture of which 
is given by Urjinus, Pignorius and Velferus ) fave only that, 
inftead of pinns, and flidding Groves of the Romans , the 
Chinefe Abacus hath Strings or Wires and Beads, to Hide up¬ 
on them ; and that, inftead of four pinns for Digits or Unites, 
the Chinefe hath 5 beades: fo that it may feem to argue 
that the Chinefe abacus was deftgned for a Duodecimal Progre- 
Ifion : Whereas that of the Romans was deftgned for the De¬ 
cimal, 
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One thing is remarkable in the Chinefe, that I find the pla¬ 
ces in the abacus to lie horizontal , and their firft place to be 
that next the left hand, which I judge was alfo the firft in 
their old way of reading, much the fame with ours, though 
their other Characters are ereCted ('as I fhall by and by {hew,) 
from the pofture of Writing and Reading, which I conject¬ 
ure they did at firft make ufe of, and what does yet further 
agree with this conjecture, is remarkable in the newly men¬ 
tioned Treatife of Vlug Beig. That whereas the way of Writ¬ 
ing and Reading ufed by the Arabs , was from the right to 
the left, the firft place or the place of Units in their Nume¬ 
ration, was that next the right Hand ; and fo came firft to be 
read : as did that of China , who as I conceive read the con¬ 
trary way, from the left to the right. 

It appears therefore by this remark that we received this 
way of expreffing Numbers from the Arabians , for that we 
keep the fame pofture or poffition of places with them, 
though our progreflion in Writing and Reading be the con¬ 
trary way. And though we now Read them alfo in the or¬ 
der they are fet, twenty one, twenty two, thirty fix, forty 
eight, See. yet we retaine alfo the other way of Pronounce- 
ing, viz. one and twenty, two and twenty, fix and thirty, 
eight and forty, &c. 

Now as the Chmefe and Roman Abacus do much agree fave 
only that they proceed contrary wayes, fo doth their way of 
expreffing Numbers by Letters or Marks, one ftroke or line 
fignifying one, two lines, two, three lines, three, a crofs 
ten, two erodes, twenty, three erodes, thirty, and fo on¬ 
wards to a hundred, which they expreffed by a fquare mark, 
and a crofs with a ftroake added for a thoufand, as will ap¬ 
pear by the Table annexed. And though the Characters are 
not ail the fame ; yet the order & method of one agrees very 
near with that of the other, efpecialiy if I may be allowed 
my fuppofition, that the Primitive way of Writing and 
Reading with the Chinefe was Horizontal, and like the 
Greek and Lathe or Eur apian way. Now that thefe are pro¬ 
perly 
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perly numeral Figures or Characters, is manifeft from this, 
that they have alfo word Characters for every Number, 
And they can (in the fame manner as the Romans could) 
exprefs a Number by their numeral Characters or Marks, 
and by their Litteral or word Characters ; for as one An¬ 
gle ftroke fignifyes one or the frit, fo does the Character 
( hi the plate marked, with E ) iignify the fame thing, that 
is one or the firft. 

Having thus difcovered their Characters for Numbers, and 
their way of Numeration, I was next defirous to understand 
fomething concerning their Language and Character. 

Upon Perufing all the Accounts I could meet with in 
Books, I found very little fatisfaCtion as to what I principally 
inquired after, which was firft concerning the Method of the 
Character, whether it confifted of a certain Number of Marks 
Methodically difpofed like Letters in a Literal, or like Num¬ 
bers in a Numeral or like Radicals in Compofite and Decom- 
pofite Derivations ? ’tis faid to be Legible into a great many 
Languages confiderably different one from another, but how 
this is effeCled is not related, only ’tis faid that the marks are 
of the Nature of our Arithmetical Figures, /''which are be¬ 
come almoft Univerfal at leaft to us here in Europe,) and fe- 
condly, concerning the Number of thefe Characters ? to 
which I found as little fatisfaCtion, for, by fome Relations I 
found that there were 120000, by others 80000 and 
by others 60000. And that a man muft be able to remember 
to Write and Read at leaft 8000, or ioooo, before he will be 
able to exprefs his meaning thereby, & that it is the bufinefs 
of a Man’s whole Life to be throughly underftanding in the 
whole Character; Teeming to intimate that the Characters are 
Immethodical, and there are as many Primitive Characters as 
Words. Others tell us of various kinds of Characters which 
have been in ufe in feveral Ages. The firft they fay were Hi- 
eroghphical like the /Egyptian or Mexican confiding of the Pi¬ 
ctures of Animals and Vegetables. But that the laft are made up 
of Lines and Points, that they have no Such thine as Letters or 



Syllables, but every diftinCt word and notion has a diftindl Cha¬ 
racter, & that all are primitive or in compofit, So that if Cale- 
fines Dictionary were to be mandated into the Chinefe, ’twere 
necefiary to have as many difund Radical Characters as there 
are words therein to be found, which accounts dofeemto infin- 
uate that this Character is the moft Difficult, and the mold per¬ 
plexed piece of Learning in the World, & depends wholy up¬ 
on the ftrength of the memory in retaining the form & fign id¬ 
eation of a perplexed fcraul. But whether they who gave us 
thefe accounts did do it knowingly, is much to be doubted, 
my own Obfervations, at lead, make me think otherwife. 

1 have not yet been able to procure fufficient helps to In¬ 
form my felf of the whole Art of Writing and Reading the 
Chineje Character, and I fear the Relations I have hitherto met 
with concerning it, were written by fuch as did not well un¬ 
derstand it, however from fuch helps as I had, what I col¬ 
lected or do conjeClure, I fhall here relate. The beft help I 
had, was the Perufal of fome Books Printed in China, with 
the Pronuntiation and Signification of the Character in La- 
tine Letters. By thefe Books then I obferved, Firft, that 
every one of their Characters whether confifting of more 
or fewer flrokes or marks, were comprised within a cer¬ 
tain fquare fpace, which is proportion’d according to the big- 
nefs of the fize or manner of Writing, they defigne there to 
make ufe of, not that the whole Square is filled with every 
Character, but that no part of that Character does exceed the 
Limbs of that Square, fo that though the Character have but 
one flroak it takes as much room in the line as another that 
bath 20 or feveral marks, fo that their Characters are moft 
exadly ranged in Rank and File, not'unlike our Numbers in 
Arithmedck. 

Notwithstanding which, I find they do vary the bignefs 
of the Character upon feveral Occafions, as in the Titles of 
Books, in the Titles of the Chapters or Sections, in the Com¬ 
ments Explications or Notes, and upon feveral other occafi¬ 
ons of Variety, which they do at Pkafure with, their Pencil, 
as we ufe variety of Letters, in the Printing of a Bock. The 




Titles of Books are generally in very large Characters, 6 or 
8 times as big as thofe of the Book, the Explication notes * 
of the bignefs, the contents ufually twice as big, and the 
like variety on feveral other occafions. I have met with alfo 
three feveral kinds of Characters, the moft ufual is the fixed 
or fet fquare form. The fecond fort is'the Running hand int 
which the orders of the Courts are written by their Secreta¬ 
ries of which I have feen 3 or 4 kinds, in which the Pencil 
is never taken off till the whole Character be Finifhed, and 
fometimes 2 or 3 are all written without break. The third 
feems to be fomewhat like the ilourifhing great Letters ufed 
by Scriveners at the beginning of Deeds, and by the Ger¬ 
mans in the beginning of Chapters and Sections. They are 
compounded of the fame ftrokes as the fet Character, but 
modulated and fhaped a little otherwife to make them ap¬ 
pear the more beautiful and regular. A Specimen of each 
of thefe three are in the plate. This third is made ufe 
of for Epitaphs and other Infcriptims on Buildings or Mo¬ 
numents. Thefe 3 forts I may call the three general kinds 
of writing, but there is to be found an almoft infinite variety 
of forms, which men ufe. This will be the more eafie to be be¬ 
lieved, when we confider that the Printed Characters are ex¬ 
actly the fame with the written, infomuch that every va¬ 
riety in each ftroke, line or point, that is or can be made 
with the Pencil, is perfectly cxpreffed in the Impreflion, 
and the forme mode, or hand, as we call it of every Writer 
is exhibited fo curiouily, that I think it hardly pofiible to 
be performed after the way of wooden Cutts as Authors af¬ 
firms it is, but muft be done after the Method of our Copper- 
cutts, printed by a Rouie-prefs, which the way of expreffing 
the Running or Court-hand, cos?, I conceive moft evidently 
demonstrate, and from divers Circumstances, I could evi¬ 
dently make appear from the Book it felf, which I cannot 
to well exprefs in writing. Their Paper is generally very 
thin and fine, and very traniparenf, but brown, fo that 
what ever is Written or Printed on it, is almoft as Legible 
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on the back, as on the forefide which is of great ufe in the 
cutting of their ftamps. And thence they never write or 
print on both fides of tfte fame leaf but only on one, and to 
make the leaf appear printed on both fides they double the 
fheet with the printed fides outwards, and putting the fol¬ 
ded part forward, they fow, bind or ftich together, all theft 
iheets by the cut edges, and upon whole theets inftead of 
fingle leaves; juft in the fame manner as the plate annexed 
to this difcourfe is printed. They begin the book on the 
top of the right hand fide of the page that is next the right 
hand, and they read downwards to the bottom, then begin 
the next line towards the left hand at the top, and fo read 
to the bottom, and fo proceed to the end of the book. But 
this I fuppofe not to be the primitive or firfi: way of writing, 
or reading. The Tide of the Book is fet firfi: upon a whole 
Leaf, ufually of a thicker Paper, and fome Title is likewife 
written upon the folding or edge of every Sheet, where is 
fet alfo the Number of the Book, and the number of the 
Sheet, half of which appears on one fide, and half on the 
other fide of the fold. 

As to the Character it felf, (I find by all the books and 
writings I have yet met with cf that kind) that each of 
them is made up of a certain number of ftrokes, lines, or 
marks, which are very diftindt from each other in their 
fhape and pofition, and by reafon that thefe are fingle 
ftrokes, and as I conceive uncompounded, I think they 
may be called the Letters, Elements, or Particles, out cf 
which the more compounded Characters are confirudted or 
contexed. Thefe are the firfi: kind of which there are but 
a very few, And 1 think thofe I have delcribed in the i n jb 
line of the Plate are all. 

Two, three, four, or more of thefe jovnd together in a 
certain order and contexture ( in the doing of which there 
is a great Regularity and order obferved, which is not va- 
ryed from, and all within the regular fciuare fbace j I con- 
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ceive do make Syllables or Primitive Radical Characters, 
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each of which have a primitive fingle or diftindfc notion or 
Signification as well as found, which is made much ufe of 
in the more compounded Characters or Words. Of this 
kind I take the Figures of the Numbers to be : If at ieaft 
rhev are not finale Letters like the wav of expreffing Num- 
bers in the Hebrew Greek Arabick, &c. Languages, for though 
ibete may be two or three of the Angle firokes joy nd toge¬ 
ther into a compound Character, it hinders not, but that 
it may dill fignify a Letter, as in the Greek A A.A.I.r.ILT. In 


the Runick ; where every Letter hath one upright line and 
ibme other additional marks : In the Roman I.L.F.E.O.QAC 
Y. Or it may fignify a Syllable as in the Mtbiopic, and in the 
Hanfcret , and Sunfcrit Languages and Characters: The firft 
of which being the Brae mans Character we find in P. Kir- 
cher's China Vlufirata , delcribed by P, Roth who fludyed it 7 
Years j and the fecond (''being a Literal Character ufed over 
ail India by the Merchants) I have feen in a Tranfcript, 
brought lately cut of India by a very Worthy Gentleman 
who lived there many Years, and had the curiofity to caufe 
to be tranferibed and mandated alfo into Englifh, A Dictio¬ 
nary of their Language in their own Character : who did me 
the favour to let me perufe it. 

In which Characters or wavs of Writing a Vowel is al¬ 


ways joynd with a Confonant into one compound Character 
to make it effable. And then the fingle ftroaks ma v be ts«* 
ken for fingle Ineffable Letters as are the Confonants, and 
the Compoficion of two or three (of which one at leaft may 
be a Vowel) will make Syllables. 

Of this kind, there are not fo many in the whole Chine fe 
Character, but that it will be eafy enough to affigne each a 


proper Monafvllable which fir all only have one or two Con¬ 
sonants, and one or two Vowels : That is the Confonants 
together and net feparate, either both behind the Vowel or 
Vovveis, if it be a diphthong or both after it or tnetr, 


Of 
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Of this kind, I underftand there are about 500, probably 
8x8x8. or 512. I could enumerate a great many, and give 
you alfo the name or words by which they are pronounced 
as alfo their fignification, but (as I faid before) firft, I con¬ 
ceive the prefent Chinefs Language to have no affinity at all 
with the Character, the true primitive, or firft Language, 
or pronounciation of it haveing been loft. And fecondiy, 
I want fome further help to make a full and compleat 
Difcovery : what I have learnt from the Book of Fohi I fhall 
give the next opportunity ; which will explain the reafon of 
the multiplication of 8. and the order and method of places 
in the Letter or word Square. 

The third fort of Characters, is a decompounded fort be¬ 
ing made up of two three or more of thofe of the fecond 
kind, diminilht proportionably in their fize, either as to 
their length, or breadth, or both, from what they have in the 
fame Writing when they are fingle and fill up the whole Let¬ 
ter Square or Words Square. For there being feveral of them 
to be crouded together within the fame Square, according as 
there are more in number, fo they are always more fqueezed 
together. In this Decompound fort, there is a Regular order 
obferved in the placing of the feveral Characters of the 2 d. 
fort; there being fome that are always on the Left fide, 
fome always on the Right, fome at the top, fome at the 
bottom. Of which I doubt not but that they have a certain 
Regular Method, which had we DiCtionarys, explained 
would be eafie enough to be Difcovered. 

This method alone of crouding together all the Charact¬ 
ers (how many foever go to make up the decompounded 
Character ) into one fquare (which is of the fame*fize for 
the moil Simple and for the moil Compound) feems to be 
the great Singularity, by which the Cbinefe Characters dif¬ 
fer from thofe of all the reft of the World. And this I con¬ 
ceive has been the Reafon why all People, and pofiibly even 
the very Cbinefe themfelves have, and do believe it to be a 
Real and not a Literal Character : For if the Primitive Lan- 
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guage, or Pronuntiation of the Chandlers be loft ('as I con¬ 
ceive it is ) and that the difpohtion, order, method, tex¬ 
ture, or manner of placing the more Simple in the more 
Compounded Characters be alfo loft, forgotten, or not un- 
deritood ; then the whole Characters becomes a Real and 
not a Litteral Character : And an Immethodical one to fuch 


as want a method, that muft be learnt by roat and depend 
wholly upon the ftrength of the Memory to retain it. But 
I conceive it might be at hr ft either a Litteral Character, 
and fo the whole fquare Chara&er was com poled of fo ma¬ 
ny diftincft Letters or Syllables, which compofed the word 
fignifyed thereby ; And fo there might be a regular order 
of placing thefe Letters in the. Character, That is, that the 
whole fquare being divided into fo many parts, there was a 
Rule which was the firft 2 d. 3 d. and 4 th. place ; fo that there 
being placed in thofe the feveral Letters that made up the 
word, according to the order they had in the word, it was 
cafy by that Rule to Decipher the faid Character, and thence 
to finde the word and the Signification, As Regularly as if 
the Letters had been written one after another, as molt other 
Litteral Characters we know are at this day written. 

Or Secondly, it might be a Real Charader confifting of 
divers Marks or Letters, that exprefted fo many Ample No¬ 
tions, feveral of which joyned together might make up the 
more compounded Characters, of which I have added fome 
examples in the Plate which may be alfo made Litteral and 
Pronouncable, tho’ that ccnftderation were not made ufe of 
when they were firft invented. What things I have Observ¬ 
ed in my Chine/e Books that feem to refpect this method, I 
will give more particulars of by the next opportunity, by 
Printing a Specimen of the Book 7 e~kim which explicat¬ 
ed by thefe Notions will I conceive appear more Intelligible, 
than by the accounts we find given of it by the Chinefe com¬ 


ment 


and 


thofe 


that have tranflated them into Latine, 


who feem not to have underftood the true defign thereof: for 


both 
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both the Chinefe and European Commentators afiert it to be a 
Conjuring Book, or a Book to tell Fortunes by, and to be 
made ufe of by the Chinefe for that purpcle ; whereas by the 
fmall Specimen I have feen of it, I conceive it to contain the 
whole Ground, Rule or Grammer, of their Character, Lan¬ 
guage and Philofophy, and that by the underfhnding of it, 
the Foundation and Rule of their Language and Character, 
may be without much difficulty Deciphered and Underflood. 

The prelent ufe of this Character, I conceive to be diffe¬ 
ring from what it Was at firfii, both as to the polition of Writ¬ 
ing and Reading it, and as to the Expreffion and Pronuncia¬ 
tion thereof. 

For the way of Writing and Reading it, I conceive might 
at firft be exactly the fame with that of the Greeks, Romans , 
Englifh , and all other European Nations, and alfo the JEthy- 
opick and Coptick. That is, they began at the top of the 
Page towards the left Hand, and fo proceeded towards the 
right in the Horozontal Line to the end of it, and then be¬ 
gan at the left end of the next line under the fir.lt and pro¬ 
ceeded with that in the fame manner, and fo with the next 
under that and all the remaining. Continuing to Write the 
words of the line towards the right Hand, and the lines of 
the Page one under another tiii the whole Difcourfe were 
compleated, joyning leaf to leaf one under another, after 
the fame manner as the Roules are at prefent Writ, and as 
the Volumina were of the Antients. And to make the parts 
of the Volume to be the more eafiiy to be come at, without 
the trouble of Rouling and unrouling as the Ancient Romans 
did, and we do with our Routes they contrived to fold them, 
like the folds of a Fan, forwards and backward : and fo 
hitching them together, that the written fides might lye out¬ 
wards, and open freely one from another, and the fair fides 
might meet together, it came to make the prefect form of 
their book, which being laid as we generally place our books 
before us, they feem to begin at the top of the page on the 
Right-hand, and to proceed to the bottom, and then at the 

top 
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top of the next line towards the Left-hand, and delcend as in 
the former j proceeding in this order with ail the reft, 
which way mud needs be very Inconvenient for writing, 
however they may ufe their Pencil differing from our Pen. 
Though there be a way of Writing from the top to the 
bottom of the Page, which is very convenient for Writing 
the Syriack, as alio for Writing Latine, Englifh, or Greek 
where the Writing is to be ufed for cutting the ftamps of 
Wood, or Graving of Copper Plates with the fame Character 
for Printing, in which Cafes the Letters mull be written 
backwards. 

Secondly, as to the Proncunciation of this Character,, 
by the Court Language, or by any other now ufed, I con¬ 
ceive it to be wholv differing from that of a Littera! Cha¬ 
racter, that is from being pronounced or fpoken according 
to the Marks or Figures thereof, whether they be fimple or 
compounded and made up of Simple Characters (though 
there are fome inflances of affinity in Characters and 
Words.) The reafon of which differing pronounciation I 
conceive may have proceeded, partly from the lofs of the 
Primitive Language, for which it was made, partly from a 
moil inconvenient affectation of Monafyllabical Words in 
this Court Language, to help the poverty of which, they 
are fain to make one Syllable to ilgnifv manv differing No- 
tions, to do which they have introduced a kind of Mufical 
toning or accenting of each of them, and that not tingle but 
compound of two or three tones to each fignincation of eve¬ 
ry one of thefe Monafyllables: Partly from the ufing of this 
way of Writing, by divers Nations of Differing Languages, 
who minding only the Figure and Signification, Read it 
into their own Mother Tongues, as we in Europe do Arith¬ 
metical Figures: and partly, alfo from the omiffion of moil 
Grammatical DiftinCtions, the fame Character ierving for 
Subftantive and Adjective, Singular and Plural, in all Cafes 
(lave only they have fome Characters for Particles as of and 
to in Englifhj for the Verb in ail Tenfes, and numbers, &rc. 
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for the Abflraft and the concrete Signification,, and for divers 
Metaphorical j if at lead the Interpretation I have me? with in 
the Books I have peruied be exact: Partly, a fo from the 
Syntaxes of them, it being necefiary to co odder the w 'de 
Sentence to Difcover which Part of Speech each Chao ii. - 


o r> 
0.1 


is of, in that Sentence, wherein the order 
the Characters to one another, for which they have Rules, 


mtrs its signification 


And laiily, from the lots of the ve¬ 
ry Notion of a Literal Character, whence for the Expref- 
fxng of Proper Names, they are fain to make ufe of ieveral 
Charafters, whofe founds or words come neared to the founds 
of the Syllables of 'that Name, as in the Plate tam , jo, van, 
for Adam. Jovan. 

Now, though I conceive this Character is not Effablc 


properly as a Literal Character by any of their prefent Lan¬ 
guages. And though poffibly it might be at firft a Real 
Character, that is each of them compounded of fuch drokes 
or marks as by their Figures Pofitions and Numbers in the 
Square, denoted the feveral Philofophical Ingredients, that; 
made up the Notion of the whole Character, as the book 
Te Kim feems to fhew by giving Rules as I conceive for the 
Order and Significancy of places in the Square, &c. Yet I think 
it not difficult to make it a Litterai or at lead a Syllabical 
Character, and Legible into a Language fomewbat after the 
manner of the Univerfal Character I mention’d before. And 
tho’ this would not be the Primitive Language for which it 
was made, yet for the prefent ufes of it (the chiefed of 
which is the affiding and refreffiing the memory, and helping 
the imagination by proper founds ) it might be as good : 
wherein the fingle Characters might be Monofyllables and 
the compounded difyil&bles triffyliables, &c. According to 
the Number and Order of Simple Characters in the Square 
of the Compounded. And I am apt to think that the pre¬ 
fent pronounciation of Languages, as of Hebrew, Syriack , A- 
rabic, Greek and Lathe, or any other Language that has been 


fo 
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fo long written, may be as much differing from what it was 
2000 Years fince, as an Arbitrary one now invented, and 
grounded on the Letters, might poffibly be. And fuch ar: 
Arbitrary pronounciation, if generally agreed upon, might 
ferye As well for a help to learn the Signification of words, 
or Word Combinations of Characters, as if we now knew the 
exact Primitive Pronounciations, as Critically as the Mafo~ 
rethce are faid to have done that of the Hebrew ; and poffibly 
alfo Much better , for that by fuch a one a great many Irre¬ 
gularities and Difficulties of Pronounciation ( which are to be 
found in all Languages now fpoken ) might be omitted, 
and the whole made exactly Regular and eafy, as might be 
fihown in the Hebrew and Greeks and elpecially in the Ara- 
bick , whole difficulties are fufficiently manifefted by Alpha¬ 
bet wn Arabicum , Printed at Rome 1592. Now as by fuch a 
Language the Character might be made Effable without Mu- 
iical Tones or Difficult Afpirations, fo had we DiCtionarys of 
the Signification of the Characters, we might as foon learn 
the Chinefe Character, as we can Latine, or any other Langu¬ 
age to be learnt by Book, and not by Speaking. 


IMPRIMATUR, 

John Hofkyns, Vice P. R. S, 
July 17th, 1686. 
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